Autumn 2011

Model Motion endorsing the Action Plan on The Right to Protest

“This trade union branch / committee / community organisation etc., believing that the Right to Protest is precious, notes 2011 TUC Composite Resolution 1 which called on the TUC General Council to: ‘a. reaffirm the right to peaceful protest as a basic democratic freedom, campaign to maintain that right and seek help from organisations in monitoring future demonstrations; b. call for full independent investigation into any allegations of police aggression or instances of ‘kettling’ being used during future demonstrations and protests’.
In particular, we resolve to support the justice4bolton Action Plan to:
1.      Support the call for a People’s Enquiry into the policing of Bolton on 20th March 2010, where that Enquiry investigates the application of tactics such as kettling, inappropriate stop and search laws and the threat and execution of violence by police officers during that public protest and all public protests over the last three years. 

2.      Look to the Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC) and Greater Manchester Police (GMP) to conduct full and transparent investigations into the events around the arrest of Alan Clough in Bolton on 20th March 2010 and, in light of the overwhelming evidence of systemic failings on the part of GMP, into the policing of the demonstration as a whole. 

3.      Insist upon: 

a. our right to protest against all forms of injustice and unjust laws without fear of the police; 
b. all police officers involved in protest having a Duty of Care towards all protestors; 
c. the provision of a safe environment with adequate facilities so everyone is safe to protest including families, the elderly and disabled people; 
d. clear coordination between police and protest stewards so that stewards who are ensuring safety and the right to protest peacefully are enabled to steward their own protests.

4.      Call upon the Trades Union Movement to identify funds that can resource the delivery of 1- 3, including the setting up of a Trade Union Congress supported fund.”

5.      Drive this work forward and, to that end, affiliate to justice4bolton: £25 for trades union branches/organisations; £10 for working individuals; £2 for unwaged.  N.B. please make all cheques, payable to AFDC (Anti-Fascist Defence Campaign) and send to: AFDC, PO Box 56959, London N10 9AZ.  
Please email info@justice4bolton.org with the name/address of your committee/organisation/branch, and the date when you endorsed this action plan so we can add you into the backers listings.
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