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Action Plan from justice4bolton hosts The Right to Protest, Peel Room, Committee Room 6, Westminster, 080911. 

The Right to Protest is precious and will not be undermined by attempts to create divisions between ‘good’ and ’bad’ protestors.  We: 

1.      Support the call for a People’s Enquiry into the policing of Bolton on 20th March 2010, where that Enquiry investigates the application of tactics such as kettling, inappropriate stop and search laws and the threat and execution of violence by police officers during that public protest and all public protests over the last three years. 

2.      Look to the Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC) and Greater Manchester Police (GMP) to conduct full and transparent investigations into the events around the arrest of Alan Clough in Bolton on 20th March 2010 and, in light of the overwhelming evidence of systemic failings on the part of GMP, into the policing of the demonstration as a whole. 

3.      In light of the experiences of protestors when the police, in different parts of the country, have broken their agreements with protest organisers, call for enforceable procedures on How to Police Protest that insist upon: 

a.      Our right to protest against all forms of injustice and unjust laws without fear of the police; 
b.      All police officers involved in protest having a Duty of Care towards all protestors; 
c.      The provision of a safe environment where there are adequate toilets, places to pray, and where everyone is safe to protest including families, the elderly and differently abled people; 
d.      Clear coordination between police and protest stewards so that stewards who are ensuring safety and the right to protest peacefully are enabled to steward their own protests. 

4.      Call upon the Trades Union Movement to identify funds that can resource the delivery of 1- 3, including the setting up of a Trade Union Congress supported fund. 

Agreed by: 
Mukhtar Ali, We Are Bradford;  Weyman Bennett, Joint Secretary, Unite 
Against Fascism;  Mary Brodbin, Tower Hamlets Unite Against Fascism and 
NUJ member;  David Crausby, MP for Bolton North East;  Ray Davies, 
Caerphilly Councillor and Gaza Protestor;  Hannah Dee, Defend the Right to 
Protest Campaign;  Matt Foot, Human Rights lawyer who represents 
protestors;  Peter Hain, MP for Neath and President, justice4bolton; 
Julie Hilling, MP for Bolton West;  Lee Jasper, BARAC UK;  Wendy Lewis, 
CND Cymru;  Paul Mackney, Treasurer, Anti-Fascist Defence Campaign 
(justice4bolton);  Sue Matthews, mother of student who was injured and 
then charged;  Alfie Meadows, student who was injured and then charged; 
John McLaughlin, UNISON Branch Secretary, Tower Hamlets;  Dr Rhetta Moran, justice4bolton, NUJ member;  Michael Oswald, Bhatt Murphy solicitor;  Nina Power, Defend the Right to Protest Campaign;  Isaac Puzey, Researcher for Peter Hain MP;  Yasmin Qureshi, MP for Bolton South East;  Caroline Ridgeway, UNISON member and Bolton eye witness;  Sean Rillo Raczka, University of London Students Union;  Mike Schwarz, Bindmans solicitor, whose case exposed undercover PC Kennedy;  Ulrike Schmidt, UAF member and Amnesty International activist;  Cherry Sewell, Coalition of Resistance; Bryan Simpson, student activist resisting criminalisation.
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