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Press Release: 14.09.09 


"The Right to Protest is Precious" say campaigners 

Bolton MPs, leading lawyers and protestors call for enforceable procedures on How to Police Protest 


•       Civil Actions served against Greater Manchester Police on behalf of anti-fascist protestors who were in Bolton on 20th March 2010 
•       People’s Enquiry call supported by wider protest movement 

Hosted in parliament on 080911 by j4b President the Right Honourable Peter Hain MP, and addressed directly by Bolton MPs, human rights lawyers and protest leaders, the Right to Protest public meeting described the Right to Protest as ‘precious’ and adopted a comprehensive action plan (see further information below.) 

Supporting the call for a People’s Enquiry into the policing of an anti EDL protest in Bolton on 20th March 2010, the group rejected attempts to create divisions between ’good’ and ‘bad’ protestors, and called for enforceable procedures on How to Police Protests. 

During the meeting Michael Oswald of Bhatt Murphy, who acts for nine anti fascists seeking accountability for their treatment at the hands of the police in Bolton on 20th March 2010, explained: 

”During the shocking series of events that took place around the arrest of Mr Alan Clough, five of my clients, including Mr Clough, were seriously injured and/or wrongfully arrested.  My clients are determined that those events should be fully investigated and that those responsible for the treatment they received at the hands of the police are held to account for their actions. In addition, four others who were subject to similar treatment at the demonstration have brought civil claims against GMP in order to try to achieve accountability in respect of their own treatment.” 

A j4b spokesperson added: 
“In light of all of these incidents, and the treatment of many others who have chosen not to pursue their treatment through legal means but have expressed very serious concerns to justice4bolton, it is plain that the policing of the demonstration on 20 March 2010 was blighted not only by the misconduct of individual ‘rogue’ officers but by organisational failings on the part of GMP.  Such failings must be addressed at an 
organisational level and the lessons learned from this - and other -protests so that the police change the way they police protests. 
This week, on the same day that the newly appointed head of the Metropolitan Police, Bernard Hogan-Howe, declared that he wants a police force that the people could trust, the Trades Union Congress passed a motion calling on its General Council to reaffirm the right to peaceful protest as a basic democratic freedom and to call for full independent investigation into any allegations of police aggression or instances of ‘kettling’ being used during future demonstrations and protests.

Constructing enforceable procedures on How to Police Protest is a good place to begin to rebuild trust and avoid police aggression and kettling in the future.”
FURTHER INFORMATION 

Action Plan from justice4bolton hosts The Right to Protest, Peel Room, Committee Room 6, Westminster, 080911. 

The Right to Protest is precious and will not be undermined by attempts to create divisions between ‘good’ and ’bad’ protestors.  We: 

1.      Support the call for a People’s Enquiry into the policing of Bolton on 20th March 2010, where that Enquiry investigates the application of tactics such as kettling, inappropriate stop and search laws and the threat and execution of violence by police officers during that public protest and all public protests over the last three years. 

2.      Look to the Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC) and Greater 
Manchester Police (GMP) to conduct full and transparent investigations into the events around the arrest of Alan Clough in Bolton on 20th March 2010 and, in light of the overwhelming evidence of systemic failings on the part of GMP, into the policing of the demonstration as a whole. 

3.      In light of the experiences of protestors when the police, in different parts of the country, have broken their agreements with protest organisers, call for enforceable procedures on How to Police Protest that insist upon: 

a.      Our right to protest against all forms of injustice and unjust laws without fear of the police; 
b.      All police officers involved in protest having a Duty of Care towards all protestors; 
c.      The provision of a safe environment where there are adequate toilets, places to pray, and where everyone is safe to protest including families, the elderly and differently abled people; 
d.      Clear coordination between police and protest stewards so that stewards who are ensuring safety and the right to protest peacefully are enabled to steward their own protests. 

4.      Call upon the Trades Union Movement to identify funds that can resource 
the delivery of 1- 3, including the setting up of a Trade Union Congress supported fund. 

Agreed by: 
Mukhtar Ali, We Are Bradford;  Weyman Bennett, Joint Secretary, Unite 
Against Fascism;  Mary Brodbin, Tower Hamlets Unite Against Fascism and 
NUJ member;  David Crausby, MP for Bolton North East;  Ray Davies, 
Caerphilly Councillor and Gaza Protestor;  Hannah Dee, Defend the Right to 
Protest Campaign;  Matt Foot, Human Rights lawyer who represents 
protestors;  Peter Hain, MP for Neath and President, justice4bolton; 
Julie Hilling, MP for Bolton West;  Lee Jasper, BARAC UK;  Wendy Lewis, 
CND Cymru;  Paul Mackney, Treasurer, Anti-Fascist Defence Campaign 
(justice4bolton);  Sue Matthews, mother of student who was injured and 
then charged;  Alfie Meadows, student who was injured and then charged; 
John McLaughlin, UNISON Branch Secretary, Tower Hamlets;  Dr Rhetta Moran, 
justice4bolton, NUJ member;  Michael Oswald, Bhatt Murphy solicitor;  Nina 
Power, Defend the Right to Protest Campaign;  Isaac Puzey, Researcher for 
Peter Hain MP;  Yasmin Qureshi, MP for Bolton South East;  Caroline 
Ridgeway, UNISON member and Bolton eye witness;  Sean Rillo Raczka, 
University of London Students Union;  Mike Schwarz, Bindmans solicitor, 
whose case exposed undercover PC Kennedy;  Ulrike Schmidt, UAF member and 
Amnesty International activist;  Cherry Sewell, Coalition of Resistance; 
Bryan Simpson, student activist resisting criminalisation 

Background note 

justice4bolton was formed in the aftermath of the anti EDL demonstration in Bolton on 20th March 2010 to defend all the anti fascists and anti racists who were arrested that day and to assert the fact that protesting against racism and fascism is not a crime. 

See www.justice4bolton.org for work to date 

Contact:  Dr Rhetta Moran, info@justice4bolton.org 
or 07776264646 for further information 
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