Report from justice4bolton open meeting,
July 9th 2010, Bolton

“It is up to all of us to educate the Muslim and 
Non-Muslim communities about the EDL
and what they really stand for.”

So said Sal, one of the 70 strong Bolton meeting who called for justice4bolton earlier this month.

His message was reinforced by another eye-witness, Bernie Gallagher, Secretary of the Bolton Metropolitan UNISON branch, who explained how her branch unanimously decided to support the UAF demonstration against the EDL.  She went on to say:  “I have lived in Bolton all my life. I live in a mainly white working class part of town.  To have the racist EDL in our town was an affront to us all.

The Council pretended that the EDL were the same as UAF!  Significant council resources were deployed telling people not to go into town on the day.  A culture of fear was created by the council and by the police.  We had to have daily UNISON briefings for our members who were intimidated; we had to advise them on security.  The underlying message they received from the police and council was that there would be trouble on the day:  that there would be a riot.

This is my hometown, the town that I love.  To see a squad of riot police charge down the steps of Bolton Town Hall and push through the peaceful protest to arrest Rhetta Moran was frightening and intimidating.  We have not seen anything like this since the miners strike.”

The Bolton father, Sal, thanked all who came out on 20th and since, including the local Councillor Stephen Pickup who wrote a supportive letter to the Bolton Evening news and Yas from the Bolton Council of Mosques who understands that we need to stand up to the EDL and support those who are doing just that.  Sal explained “The EDL is against every thing Muslims stand for, not just against Islamic extremists. They are against Halal meat; against the way we dress, against the Koran, against our Mosques. Within the Muslim community and the wider communities the message should be very clear – these people are racists…Today the EDL have been involved in incidents designed to attack people in our communities. But it is being all hushed up.  I am involved in justice4bolton because I do not want my kids to grow up and have to go through what I went through in the 1970's and early '80’s.”

Bolton mother Lindsay explained:  “I live in Bolton. I am a trade union steward.  I got a letter from Bolton Local Authority, via my child who is three and at nursery school. It said “Do not take your children out on the 20th March.”  My other child is 12 years old. He has a disability. He and I went shopping on that day, but Bolton was a ghost town, the shops were all closed, so I drove home from town.

As I was driving I realised that if I turn my back on the anti fascist protest, what does that say about me? So I turned the car round and went back to join the protest in Bolton.

My twelve-year-old son and I stood side by side with the protesters. Where we were stood, many anti fascist supporters had travelled down from Scotland.  Together, we were beaten by police with batons.

Asian men were stopped from joining the protest that day.  There have been so many false accusations and lies put about over what happened.  I am so glad that justice4bolton is here, getting the whole community together.”

Graham from the local Green Party explained that the use of conspiracy charges has a long but rare history in this country:  from the Taff Vale Act to the Shrewsbury Pickets.  Phil, who has lived in Bolton all his life told the meeting: “I was punched in the face by the police that day. There was hatred in the faces of the police. The thugs on the day were from the GMP. They should be the ones on trial.”
Wass, a young father from Bolton said: “Everything I do in life is for my young son, for my family, my community, and my ideals. I do not want to live in a hate-fuelled society. I was prepared to stand up against the EDL on the day. I am a Muslim.  I was arrested in Bolton. I have refused to accept a caution and pay a fine.  I did nothing wrong. When I thought about taking this stand, I decided “If not me then who? If not now then when?” That is why I was there.”
Chair, Mark concluded,   “We will not be divided, nor will we be intimidated.  Campaigning against racism and fascism is not a crime. The struggle for justice4bolton goes on."



